
Title: Tree Drawing 
 

Objective: Recognize that trees have different visible parts. 

Time: 20 minutes 

Materials Needed: Journal, pencil, colored pencils, Camera or Tablet, crayons 

and water colors (optional) 

 

Directions: 

1. Explain to students that they will be going outdoors to select a tree to draw. Tree parts may be reviewed. 

2. Picking a side to the tree, have students sit and roughly sketch the tree in their journal. Then add details. 

3. Label the different tree parts that were drawn. 

4. Add color using colored pencils. 

5. Have partners compare and discuss their drawings. Share drawings with other classmates. 

 

Optional:  

Using a tablet or camera, students can take a picture of their selected tree and use it for drawing. Bark and leaf rubbings may be used 

to enhance the drawing. Crayons or water colors may be used to add color.   

 

Discussion Questions: 
1. Do all of the trees look the same? Do all of the tree leaves have the same shape? Do all of the tree drawings have the same labels? 

Discuss why/why not. 

2. What are the functions, or jobs, of the different parts? (Older students may include cork, phloem, cambium, or xylem when 

speaking of the branches and trunk.) 

3. If you exchange your drawing with a classmate, could you find the real trees? The side of the tree that was drawn? 

4. Discuss the changes that would be seen if the trees were drawn in a different season. 

 

Interdisciplinary Lesson 
Theme: Plants 
Topic: Tree Parts 
Suggested Grade Level: K-5 
Indoors or Outdoors: Outdoors 
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Science and Engineering Practices: 
3. Planning and carrying out investigations; 8. Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information. 

Crosscutting Concepts: 
3. Scale, proportion and quantity. 

Disciplinary Core Ideas: 
Life Sciences: LS 1: From molecules to organisms: Structures and processes. 
 

Background Information: 
• Different parts of a tree can include: trunk, branches, leaves, roots, buds, twigs, limbs, blossoms, cones, and bark.  

• Trunks give support to the other parts of the tree. 

• Roots collect water and minerals for the tree and anchor the tree. Sometimes part of the root system may be above ground. 

• Bark protects the living tissue called cambium inside the tree’s trunk. 

• Leaves take in energy in the form of sunlight and use it to turn carbon dioxide and water into sugars. 

• Buds contain cells needed for the following season’s growth or flowering. 
 

Additional Resources: 
• The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein 

• A Tree Called Steve by Alan Zweibel 

• Wishtree by Katherine Applegate 

• Minnesota Native Trees - https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/trees/native-trees.html 
 

Extension: Older students may make a field guide to identify trees on the school grounds using Tree guides and student drawings. 

Tree rubbings and measurement may be added. 
 

Correlates with: 
Greeting - Parts of a Tree (p. 28) 

Activity - Branch Puzzles (p. 41) 

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/trees/native-trees.html

