
Title: Tweeting Tallies 
 

Objective: Tally the number of birdcalls heard and birds seen 

Time: 10-15 minutes 

Materials Needed: Clipboards/hard writing surface for each student, pencil, journal 

 
Directions: 

1. Have students make a T-chart on their paper. Label one side “Birds Heard” and the other side “Birds Seen”. 

2. Students sit or lay in an area where birds’ songs can be heard. Establish a time for observation (1-4 minutes). 

3. Have students make a tally mark in the appropriate column as they use their senses to look and listen for birds. 

 

Discussion Questions: 
1. How many birds did you hear/see? What species did you hear/see? 

2. Ask students to compare their T-charts in small groups (2-4 students). How do their data compare? What reasons may there be for 

differences in the data they collected? Explain. 

3. How do you think the number would change in different weather conditions? What about a different season? Why/why not? 

 

Variations: 
• Consider splitting this activity into two trials. Have students listen and tally the number of birds for 1-2 minutes. Then signal for 

them to switch to tallying the number of birds seen for the next 1-2 minutes. 

• Try this activity at different times of day and/or at different times of the year for a compare/contrast investigation for your 

students. 

• If your students are experienced ornithologists (bird watchers), they can divide their paper into columns labeled with birds found 

in your area and tally each time they hear a specific species of bird. 

 

 

Activity 
Theme: Birds 
Topic: Observation and data collection 
Suggested Grade Level: K-5 
Indoors or Outdoors: Outdoors 
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Science and Engineering Practices: 
5. Using mathematics and computational thinking; 8. Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information. 

Crosscutting Concepts: 
1. Patterns; 3. Scale, proportion, and quantity. 

Disciplinary Core Ideas: 
Life Sciences: LS 2: Ecosystems: Interactions, energy, and dynamics. 
 

 

Background Information: 
• Minnesota is home to over 430 species of birds. A little more than 100 species are common, so make sure to research what types 

of birds can be found in your area.  

• Seasons do affect how many birds you hear.   

• The reasons that a bird “sings” is to attract mates, establish territory, warn and communicate with others in their group. 

• The greatest amount of singing will be heard in the spring for all the above reasons; summer the second most.  In winter singing is 

greatly reduced due to migration and the fact that mating season has ended. 
 

 

Additional Resources: 
• The Cornell Lab of Ornithology https://www.allaboutbirds.org/  

• National Audubon Society - audubon.org 

• WILD About Minnesota Birds, A Youth’s Guide to Birds of Minnesota by Adele Porter 

• Birds of Minnesota-Field Guide by Stan Tekiela 

 

Correlates with: 
Greeting - Good Morning, Tweetie (p. 16) 

Interdisciplinary Lesson - Charting Chirps (p. 85) 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/
https://www.audubon.org/

