
Title: Water Droplet Story 
 

Objective: Write and illustrate a story about a water droplet moving through the envi-

ronment which includes multiple stages in the water cycle. 

Time 20-30 minutes (plan additional time for read-aloud or video/audio recording) 

Materials Needed: Journal, pencil, color pencils (optional) 

 

Directions: 

1. Begin by asking the discussion questions below. Then ask, “If you were going to draw or tell someone about the water cycle, 

what would you have to include so that the whole cycle is shown?” (Write key water cycle vocabulary words from the discussion 

and add SUN and any stages students may have missed). 

2. Ask students to pretend they are a water droplet. Have them write a story from the perspective of a water droplet as it moves 

through different stages in the water cycle. Include vocabulary words and explain what you experience and feel in each phase.  

3. Stories can be read to the class and/or recorded as audio books. (Interpretive movements may also be included as the story is 

read/presented) 

 

 

Discussion Questions: 
1. In what phases can water be found on the earth? Write these as they name them. (liquid, solid, gas) 

2. Do all of the different types of surface water evaporate at the same rate?  Explain. How could we test this? 

3. What causes the different forms of precipitation?  What causes condensation? Evaporation? 

4. What is the source of energy that drives the water cycle? How does it (the sun) drive the water cycle? 

5. How are you part of the water cycle? 

 

 

 

 Interdisciplinary Lesson 
 Theme: Water Cycle 
 Topic: Journey of a water droplet 
 Suggested Grade Level: 3-5 
 Indoors or Outdoors: Either 
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Science and Engineering Practices: 
2. Developing and using models.   

Crosscutting Concept: 
5. Energy and matter: flows, cycles, and conservation. 

Disciplinary Core Ideas: 
Earth and Space Sciences: ESS2: Earth’s systems. 
 

Background Information: 
• Sources of surface water:  oceans, ponds, streams, rivers, lakes, wetlands, groundwater, glaciers, ice, snow, etc. 

• Evaporation:  water rising in the air as vapor. 

• Condensation: water vapor cools and changes to liquid water, collecting to form clouds, dew on grass. 

• Precipitation: water returns to earth in the form of rain, snow, sleet, or hail. 

• Transpiration: Evaporation of water through stomata in the leaves of plants, or humans and animals breathing or sweating. 

 

Additional Resources: 
• https://gpm.nasa.gov/education/water-cycle 

• https://gpm.nasa.gov/education/articles/nasa-earth-science-water-cycle  

• http://water.usgs.gov/edu/earthgw.html 
• https://www.usgs.gov/special-topic/water-science-school  
 

Correlates with: 
Greeting - Hello Precipitation (p. 19) 
Activity - The Water Cycle Dance (p. 69) 
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