
Title: Weathering Walk  
 

Objective: Identify instances of weathering and erosion occurring on your schoolyard, 

in a nearby neighborhood, or a local park  

Time: 20-30 minutes  

Materials Needed: Journal and pencil. Optional: Clipboards, tablets/cameras 
 

Directions: 

1. Before class, scout out a location on your schoolyard where you may find evidence of weathering and erosion.  

2. Circle up in a grassy area on your schoolyard and review the processes of weathering and erosion.  

3. Inform your students that you will take a walk around the schoolyard, searching for evidence of weathering and erosion. Students 

should prepare a T-chart in their journals to document instances of weathering and erosion they observe. Students should cite the 

locations and descriptions of the evidence they find and/or tally the number of observations made for each process. Consider 

using tablets/cameras to take pictures of evidence of weathering and erosion at several locations. 

4. Begin your walk near a sidewalk or near a downspout that drains rainwater from the roof of your school. Conduct your 

“Weathering Walk” in either a clockwise or counterclockwise route around your school and schoolyard. Hint: Observations may 

be made in or around a parking lot. Take precautions to keep students safe as you search for evidence in this area. 

5. Circle up once you return to your starting location. Discuss findings, count tallies, etc.  

 

Variations: Depending on your grade level, site, etc. conduct two separate walks: one searching for evidence of weathering and one 

searching for evidence of erosion. Also, consider conducting a walk several times during different times of the year, adding in the 

component of looking for changes over time (changes throughout one school year). 
 

Discussion Questions:  
1. Prior to your walk, ask students where they anticipate finding signs of erosion? Signs of weathering? Explain their thinking. 
2. What evidence related to erosion were you surprised to find?  Related to weathering? Explain. 
 

Activity 
Theme: Weathering and Erosion 
Topic: Evidence of weathering & 
erosion 
Suggested Grade Level: 1-4 
Indoors or Outdoors: Outdoors 
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Science and Engineering Practices: 

1. Asking questions (science) and defining problems (engineering); 4. Analyzing and interpreting data; 7. Engaging in argument from 

evidence; 8. Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information. 

Crosscutting Concepts: 
1. Patterns; 2. Cause and effect: mechanism and explanation; 4. Systems and system models; 5. Energy and matter; flows, cycles, and 

conservation; 7. Stability and change. 

Disciplinary Core Ideas:  
Earth and Space Sciences: ESS 2: Earth’s systems; ESS 3: Earth and human activity. 
 

Background Information: 
● Weathering: The process of breaking up, changing color, or decomposing rocks or other surface materials-including man-made 

substances. Weathering may be caused by air, chemicals, freeze-thaw cycle, heat from the sun, plant roots, or water. Weathering 

does not involve movement. 

● Erosion: Occurs when pieces of rock, soil, or other surface materials are moved by gravity, wind, or water. 
 

Additional Resources: 
● Weathering and Erosion (Science Readers: Content and Literacy) by Torrey Maloof 

● Erosion-National Geographic Society - https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/erosion/ 

● Weathering-Kids Britannica - https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/weathering/601271   
 

Extension: Teachers may incorporate lessons using stream tables to further study the concept of erosion. In addition to using stream 

tables, take a walk to look for evidence of small streams that occur on your schoolyard. Look for, and flag, meanders, deposition, 

deltas, etc. near a downspout or on a slope. Consider taking a walk in the rain, or just after it rains to see where water moves and how 

sediments are moved (eroded) on your schoolyard. 
 

Correlates with: 
Greeting - Soil Savers Greeting (p. 33) 

Interdisciplinary Lesson - Schoolyard Solutions (p. 112) 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/erosion/
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/weathering/601271

