
Title: What Are You Wearing?  
 

Objective: Identify Minnesota animals and their body covering 

Time: 10 minutes 

Materials Needed: One picture of a Minnesota animal for each student, including 

mammals, reptiles, amphibians, birds, fish (found at jeffersfoundation.org) 

 

Directions: 
1. Circle up. Ask students what functions body coverings have for Minnesota animals (specifically vertebrates). Possible answers 

include: protection, warmth, camouflage, and mate attraction. 

2. Hand out an animal card to each student. Students will greet each other using the information on the picture cards. 

3. Invite someone to begin the greeting. The first student will turn to the person next to him/her and greet the student saying: “Good 

Morning Student name. I am a turtle and I am wearing a scaly shell.” And the person responds, “Good Morning Student name. I 

am a deer and I am wearing fur”. 

4. Continue until all students have been greeted. 

 

Variation: Students could add some adjectives to their greeting such as, I am a turtle and I am wearing a hard, patterned shell. 

 

Discussion Questions: 
1. Why do animals need different body coverings? Explain 

2. If you could choose, what animal would you be? What body covering would you have? 

3. What are you wearing today? Would it change in different seasons? Why? 
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Science and Engineering Practices:  

1. Asking questions (science); 6. Constructing explanations (science). 

Crosscutting Concepts:  

6. Structure and function. 
Disciplinary Core Idea:  

Life Sciences: LS 3: Heredity: Inheritance and variation of traits. 
 

Background Information: 
• Mammals: Fur or hair, warm-blooded, live birth, nurse young. Fur helps maintain warmth, camouflage, attraction. Examples: 

Coyote, Deer, Squirrel, Rabbit, Skunk, Fox, Raccoon, and River Otter.  

• Birds: Feathers, warm-blooded, lay eggs. Feathers maintain warmth, are light-weight for flight, and also attract a mate or 

camouflage for safety. Examples: Robin, chickadee, cardinal, blue jay, eagle, mallard, goose, and loon. 

• Reptiles: Dry scales, cold-blooded, lay eggs. Examples: Garter snake, red-bellied snake, painted turtle, and snapping turtle. 

• Amphibians: Smooth moist skin, cold blooded, lay eggs, part of life cycle is in water. Examples: Gray tree frog, Northern leopard 

frog, tiger salamander, and American toad.  

• Fish: Slimy scales, cold-blooded, lay eggs, live in water. Examples: Walleye, sunfish, bass, catfish, perch, and trout. 

 

Additional Resources: 
• Tracks in the Wild by Betsy Bowen 

• Mammals of Minnesota and Birds of Minnesota, Field Guides by Stan Tekiela  

• MN DNR: Color by Nature, The Nature of Feathers - https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/young-naturalists.html  
 

Correlates with: 
Activity - Would You Rather (p. 80) 

Interdisciplinary Lesson - Animal Parts Game (p. 82)  

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/young-naturalists.html









