
Title: What Do You See? 
 

Objective:  Make an I Spy picture using items from nature  

Time: 30-45 minutes 

Materials Needed: Multiple I Spy books, one piece of 11” by 18” white 

construction paper, picture of each child, items from nature, paper/journal, pencil, 

one clipboard per child, tablet or device to take pictures 

 

Directions: 
1. Let students explore I Spy books in groups of 2-3. 

2. Explain to students that they are going to make their own individual I Spy picture using only items from nature. Give each student 

their own picture and piece of construction paper. Take students outdoors to an area with access to lots of natural items (rocks, 

sand, sticks, leaves, feathers, nests, mud, grass, flowers, bugs, shells, pinecones, acorns etc.) The teacher having an additional 

supply of items would be helpful. Have students collect at least one each of biological and mineral items from nature. 

3. Students should create a page putting their own picture somewhere on the paper.  Items are just laid on the paper, not glued.  

4. Have students write I spy riddles to go with their page: “I spy a ________, ____________, a _________ and a picture of their 

name, That’s me!”  Teacher could provide a template. Let them share riddles with others to see if items can be found. 

5. Teacher or students should use a tablet to take a picture of their creation. 

6. Return items back to nature. 

 

Variation: If the pictures are printed, the pages can be made into a class book or students could create individual books. Students 

can be challenged to have their riddle rhyme.  

If the use of student photos is not possible, provide students with an item to “hide” in their I Spy picture. 

 

Discussion Questions: 
1. Was it hard or easy for classmates to find your objects? Explain why/why not. 

Interdisciplinary Lesson 
Theme: Observation 
Topic: Natural resources 
Suggested Grade Level: K-3 
Indoors or Outdoors: Outdoors 
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Science and Engineering Practices: 
2. Developing and using models; 8. Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information. 

Crosscutting Concepts: 
1. Patterns; 4. Systems and system models. 

Disciplinary Core Ideas: 
Observation skills are important across ALL of the sciences: Earth and Space, Life, and Physical Science. 

 

 

Background Information: 
• Natural resources are features or elements of the earth that allow it to support life and satisfy people’s needs.  They include land, 

water, air, and sunshine. 

• Biological natural resources include living elements like: trees, flowers, birds, animals and fish. 

• Mineral resources include once living or non-living elements like: oil, coal, metals, stone and sand. 

 

 

Additional Resources: 

• Look, Look, Look by Tana Hoban 

• Look Closer! by Peter Ziebel 

• I Spy books of picture riddles by Jean Marzollo with photographs by Walter Wick 

 

 

Correlates with: 
Greeting - Eye Spy (p. 8) 

Activity - Observation Optics (p. 59) 


