
Title: Where Does Our Garbage Go?  
 

Objective: Increase awareness of the need to reduce waste 

Time: 20-30 minutes 

Materials Needed: Use chart paper or white boards and markers to record ideas; selec-

tion of trash items such as piece of paper, plastic bag, banana peel, pop can, plastic bottle, 

glass bottle, milk carton, Styrofoam cup. 

 

Directions: 
1. Ask the students to consider the question “Where does our garbage go?” Record student ideas on chart paper or a white board. 

Common answers may include the landfill or dump, compost, recycle, or burn garbage in their backyard.  

2. Watch a grade level appropriate video on YouTube about a landfill or read a suggested book. 

3. Have students write their questions or reactions on their white boards or in their journals. Provide time for discussion. 

4. Pass out trash items to small groups of students and have them make an estimation on how long it would take this item to degrade 

in the landfill.  

5. Discuss their estimation and then reveal the estimated rates.  

 

Discussions Questions: 
1.   Were you surprised by how long it will take your item to degrade? What does this information tell you about landfills?                                        

2.   What can we do to keep landfills from filling up so quickly? Explain your ideas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Activity 
 Theme: Stewardship 
 Topic: Reducing Waste 
 Suggested Grade Level: K-5  
 Indoors or Outdoors: Either 

79 



Science and Engineering Practices:  

8. Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information. 

Crosscutting Concept:  

2. Cause and effect: mechanism and explanation. 

Disciplinary Core Ideas:  

Earth and Space Sciences: ESS 3: Earth and human activity. 

 

Background Information: 
• Time to degrade: banana peel, 3-4 weeks; piece of paper, 2-4 weeks; plastic bag,10-12 years; plastic bottle, 400-500 years; milk 

carton, 5 years; pop can, 200-400 years; glass bottle, unknown (possibly forever); Styrofoam cup, unknown (possibly forever). 

● Reduce: to use less. 

● Reuse: to put again into service without changing. 

● Recycle: to put again into service after changing. Recycling breaks down products and makes them into new things. 

● Degrade: break down or deteriorate. 

 

Additional Resources: 
• Environmental Protection Agency: Recycle City, interactive website - www.epa.gov/recyclecity/  

• Where Does Garbage Go? by Paul Showers  

• Garbage, Waste, Dumps and You by Connie Colwell Miller 

 

Correlates with: 
Greeting - Reuse Greeting (p. 29) 

Interdisciplinary Lesson - Reuse Trash/Upcycle (p. 110) 

 

 

http://www.epa.gov/recyclecity/

