
Title: Wonderful Weather Vocabulary  
 

Objective: Learn, understand, and use weather terminology 

Time: 10-15 minutes 

Materials Needed: Weather Data Vocabulary Cards (found at jeffersfoundation.org) 
 

Directions: 

1. Cut apart the vocabulary words and definitions from the Weather Data Vocabulary document. 

2. Circle up outside and give each student either a definition or a vocabulary word. There are 30 words in total. 

3. Instruct students to walk around checking vocabulary words and definitions. When they think they have found the match to their 

word or definition, they raise their hands. Be sure to check to ensure that each definition is correct. 

4. Have students greet the student who has the matching word/definition. Then have the pair create a sentence using the vocabulary 

word correctly and sit down together in a circle 

5. Once all students are seated, have each group share their vocabulary word, definition, and the created sentence. 

 

Discussion Questions: 
1. What clues can be used when trying to understand a word when the definition is unknown? 

2. What words were new to you? Which words did you know the meaning for already? (Consider saying the words and asking 

students to raise hands as you ask these 2 questions) 

3. How will knowing these words help us better understand the weather? 

4. When might you have heard some of these words used before?  

 

 

 

 

 Greeting 
 Theme: Weather 
 Topic: Weather Vocabulary 
 Suggested Grade Level: 3-5 
 Indoors or Outdoors: Either  
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Science and Engineering Practices: 
8. Obtaining, evaluating and communicating information. 

Crosscutting Concepts: 
4. Systems and system models. 

Disciplinary Core Ideas: 
Earth and Space Sciences: ESS2: Earth’s systems. 

 

Background Information: 
• The following terms are used in this activity: air pressure, Celsius scale, Fahrenheit scale, humidity, barometric pressure, 

temperature, dew point, barometer, condensation, wind chill, cold front, warm front, wind speed, thermometer, and precipitation.   

• Definitions can be found on the document Weather Vocabulary that correlates with this Greeting at jeffersfoundation.org.   

 

Additional Resources: 
• Best Book of Weather by Simon Adams  

• How Weather Works by Michael Allaby  

• Weather, and How It Works by Randi Mehling   

• Weather Words and What They Mean by Gail Gibbons 

• Weather Forecasting by Gail Gibbons 

 

Correlates with: 
Activity - Weather Data Collecting (p. 74) 

Interdisciplinary Lesson - Fantastic Forecasters (p. 95) 

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Weather-and-How-It-Works/Randi-Mehling/e/9780791090534/?itm=3
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/results.asp?ATH=Randi+Mehling









