
Title: Would You Rather 
 

Objective: Choose which animal body covering you would prefer 

Time: 15 minutes 

Materials Needed: A close up picture of the following animal body coverings: fur, 

slimy scales, shell, dry scales, feathers, moist skin (found at jeffersfoundation.org) 
 

Directions: 
1. Circle up and pick a student helper.  

2. You and your student helper each hold up a body covering card while standing in different places. You ask, “Which would you 

rather have? Fur or Dry Scales?” 

3. The students must think carefully and decide what they would rather have when faced with this decision. They must choose and 

can’t say neither or both. They should answer for themselves and not just go where their friend is going.  

4. Give them thinking time and a signal to move. 

5.    Have them discuss in their group why they choose this body covering. With this body covering, what kind of animal are they? 

6.    Have a few students from each group share out to the whole class. 

7.    Continue game using different combinations of body covering choices. 
 

Discussion Questions: 
1. Explain why an animals’ body covering is important? (Answers may include: warmth, protection, attraction of mate). 

2. Does an animals’ body covering ever change? Explain (Mammals have thicker fur in winter and shed in spring, birds molt 

feathers, snakes molt their skin). 

3. What kind of animal are you? What kind of body covering do you have? Explain. (Mammals, have hair). 

 

 

 

 Activity 
 Theme: Animals 
 Topic: Body Coverings 
 Suggested Grade Level: 1-3 
 Indoors or Outdoors: Either 
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Science and Engineering Practices:  

1. Asking questions (science); 6. Constructing explanations (science). 

Crosscutting Concepts:  

6. Structure and function. 

Disciplinary Core Idea:  

Life Sciences: LS 3: Heredity: Inheritance and variation of traits. 
 

Background Information: 
• Mammals: Fur or hair, warm-blooded, live birth, nurse young. Fur helps maintain warmth, camouflage, attraction. Examples: 

Coyote, Deer, Squirrel, Rabbit, Skunk, Fox, Raccoon, and River Otter.  

• Birds: Feathers, warm-blooded, lay eggs. Feathers maintain warmth, are light-weight for flight, and also attract a mate or 

camouflage for safety. Examples: Robin, chickadee, cardinal, blue jay, eagle, mallard, goose, and loon. 

• Reptiles: Dry scales, cold-blooded, lay eggs. Examples: Garter snake, red-bellied snake, painted turtle, and snapping turtle. 

• Amphibians: Smooth moist skin, cold blooded, lay eggs, part of life cycle is in water. Examples: Gray tree frog, Northern leopard 

frog, tiger salamander, and American toad.  

• Fish: Slimy scales, cold-blooded, lay eggs, live in water. Examples: Walleye, sunfish, bass, catfish, perch, and trout. 

 

Additional Resources: 
• Tracks in the Wild by Betsy Bowen 

• Mammals of Minnesota and Birds of Minnesota, Field Guides by Stan Tekiela  

• MN DNR: Color by Nature, The Nature of Feathers - https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/young-naturalists.html  

 

Correlates with: 
Greeting - What are You Wearing? (p. 37) 

Interdisciplinary Lesson - Animal Parts Game (p. 82) 

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/young-naturalists.html







