
Monthly Audits of Food and 
Non-Food Waste
The periodic audit is important in the effective management of a waste reduction
program.

How a Waste Audit Differs From a Waste 
Sort
     A waste audit is a process used to quickly 
assess a facility's waste (kinds and quantities) 
and how that waste is managed. A waste sort is 
a type of audit in which waste is collected and 
sorted thoroughly. Whereas a less detailed 
waste audit consists of visually assessing waste 
to get a general idea of the characteristics of 
the waste stream and how well waste is being 
managed, a waste sort gives much more 
detailed results.

Blake School - Highcroft Lower, Wayzata
     Highcroft Lower School uses a daily student 
food waste chart on a white board. This data is 
recorded and tracked by the maintenance staff 
and the Green Coordinator. Students have 
studied and presented this data. In the first 
year of the program they had their haulers 
track their totals with truck scales. This year 
they went a step further in actually doing their 
own mini-audit and separating non-food 
organic waste from the actual food. Tracking 
how much actual food was wasted helped 
students realize how much food they had 
wasted. The students studied the waste and 
took pictures of the food. They identified bread 
as the number one wasted food item. They 
averaged the three lunch periods and got 
exactly five pounds per lunch period that was 
non-food but still organic waste. That helped 
them get a more accurate number on their 

food waste. Their totals as of now include all 
organic waste. They began the first few months 
of the program averaging 57.51 pounds per day. 
Early this year Highcroft was down to 49.51 
average per day and in the most recent month 
are at 43.3. That's a reduction of 25% in food 
waste in approximately 1.5 years.

Champlin-Brooklyn Park Academy - 
Champlin
     Champlin-Brooklyn Park collected data on a
site level before they started their program
and also after the first week to see the initial
changes. They now collect data every few 
weeks. A parent on their Green Team com-
mittee tabulates all of the data. Their most 
recent data show a waste reduction from 32
yards a week of trash to 16 yards and a 
reduction of recycling from 32 yards a week to 
eight yards a week, a big financial savings. 

Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools
     Through a partnership with their waste 
hauler, Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools have 
monthly reports that are created, analyzed and 
evaluated. They know exactly how much 
organics, paper recycling, container recycling 
and trash they are producing each week and 
each month. The audits are on a continual basis. 
If a spike or valley occurs in the data, 
investigation occurs to identify the issue and 
create a more reasonable solution.

Carondelet Catholic School - Minneapolis
     Carondelet CatholicSchool used a scale and 
had students weigh the different bins to see the 
impact their waste management was having. 
Ideally, the school would have their own scale 
and classes could weigh the bins on a monthly 
basis. They have the haulers weigh the contents 
of the dumpsters and report to them. Students 
at each campus examine and weigh each
category of waste to see if they are still on track 
or need to make adjustments or renew 
educational efforts. Students also request that 
their hauler give them organics totals in pounds 
each year.

Transfiguration Catholic School - Oakdale
     Transfiguration School conducted two waste 

What schools are doing



audits (November 20, 2009, and May 21, 2010) 
to discover what they were throwing away 
that could be potentially reduced, reused, 
recycled, and/or composted.
The daily average amount of trash that they 
were throwing away went down by 20% 
between the two audits and the amount that 
they recycled went up by 35%. Interestingly, 
the amount of food collected in their Food-to-
Hogs program went down between the two 
audits by 59 pounds. This was due, in part, to 
the daily differences based on menu offerings. 
It was also due to the waste reduction changes 
made in the lunchroom.

Bayview Elementary School - Waconia
     At Bayview Elementary School, Green, 
Corps Members conducted both a food and 
non-food waste audit when the “3-2-1 You're 
Done” program was initiated. Bayview was 
able to reduce food waste associated with 
food program by 30%. Implementation of junk 
mail reduction efforts across the district's five 
buildings also reduced paper waste by 197 
pounds (approximately 5% of this reduction 
can be attributed to the food service program).

Performing a School Waste Audit 
(San Mateo, CA)

Waste Assessments and Waste Audits
(Northeast Recycling Council)

Tools to Reduce Waste in Schools
(EPA Guidebook)

Welcome to the Wastes
(EPA Education Resources Web site)

Resource Management Programs
(MPCA waste management information)

http://www.recycleworks.org/schools/s_audits.html

http://www.nerc.org/documents/ waste_assessments_and_waste_audits.pdf

http://www.epa.gov/osw/education/pdfs/toolkit/tools.pdf

http://www.epa.gov/osw/education/ toolkit.htm 

http://www.pca.state.mn.us/tchy7c1

Resources


	Page 1
	Page 2

